










8 Keys to Handling Disagreement

1. Maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace 

2. Truth and unity run side by side 

3. Don’t fall out over marginal issues

4. Distinguish between core and marginal issues

5. Speak the truth in love

6. Disagree in a godly way

7. Sometimes it’s better to separate

8. Never give up on your brother or sister



My prayer is not for them alone. I pray 
also for those who will believe in me 
through their message, that all of them 
may be one, Father, just as you are in me 
and I am in you. May they also be in us so 
that the world may believe that you have 

sent me.

John 17.20-21



Make every effort to keep the unity of the 

Spirit through the bond of peace.

Ephesians 4.3

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will

be called children of God.

Matthew 5.9



‘Are truth and unity
opposites, are they
competing, do they
fight each other?....
You often hear that
said but read the
Bible!  Jesus reveals 

the truth and Jesus prays that we may be one.  
Was Jesus wrong?  It must be possible for us to 
live in truth and unity.  That is the will and 
purpose of Christ.’



Sanctify them by the truth; your word is 
truth.  As you sent me into the world, I 
have sent them into the world.  For them I 
sanctify myself, that they too may be truly 

sanctified.

John 17.17-19



If your brother sins, go and point out his 
fault, just between the two of you. If they 
listen to you, you have won them over. 
But if they will not listen, take one or two 
others along, so that “every matter may 
be established by the testimony of two or 
three witnesses.” If he still refuses to 
listen, tell it to the church; and if he 
refuses to listen even to the church, treat 
him as you would a pagan or a tax 

collector. Matthew 18.15-17



“....not to associate with any so-called 
brother if he is an immoral person, or 
covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a 
drunkard, or a swindler - not even to eat 
with such a one.”

1 Corinthians 5.11



Accept the one whose faith is weak, 
without quarrelling over disputable matters.  
One person’s faith allows them to eat 
anything, but another, whose faith is weak, 
eats only vegetables.  The one who eats 
everything must not treat with contempt 
the one who does not, and the one who 
does not eat everything must not judge 
the one who does, for God has accepted 
them.  Who are you to judge someone 

else’s servant? Romans 14.1-4





What does the Bible say?



So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not 
gratify the desires of the flesh….The acts 
of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, 
impurity and debauchery;  idolatry and 
witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of 
rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, 
factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, 
and the like. I warn you, as I did before, 
that those who live like this will not inherit 
the kingdom of God.

Galatians 5.16, 19-21



You have heard that it was said, “You shall 
not commit adultery.” But I tell you that 
anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has 
already committed adultery with her in his 
heart.  If your right eye causes you to 
stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. It is 
better for you to lose one part of your body 
than for your whole body to be thrown into 
hell.  And if your right hand causes you to 
stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is 
better for you to lose one part of your body 
than for your whole body to go into hell.        

Matthew 5.27-30



If your brother sins, go and point out his 
fault, just between the two of you.

Matthew 18.15

Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 
For in the same way as you judge others, 
you will be judged, and with the measure 
you use, it will be measured to you.

Matthew 7.1-2



‘Let any one of you who is without sin be 
the first to throw a stone at her.’….

Has no one condemned you?’   ‘No one, 
sir,’ she said.  ‘Then neither do I condemn 
you,’ Jesus declared. ‘Go now and leave 
your life of sin.’

John 8.7, 10-11





Therefore if you have any encouragement 
from being united with Christ, if any 
comfort from his love, if any common 
sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and 
compassion, then make my joy complete 
by being like-minded, having the same 
love, being one in spirit and of one mind.  
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 
conceit. Rather, in humility value others 
above yourselves, not looking to your own 
interests but each of you to the interests 
of the others. Philippians 2.1-4



It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to 
us…. Acts 15.18

The words of the reckless pierce like 
swords, but the tongue of the wise brings 
healing. Truthful lips endure for ever, but a 
lying tongue lasts only a moment.... The 
prudent keep their knowledge to 
themselves, but a fool’s heart blurts out 
folly.... Anxiety weighs down the heart, but 
a kind word cheers it up. 

Proverbs 12.18, 19, 23, 25



My fellow prisoner Aristarchus sends you 
his greetings, as does Mark, the cousin of 
Barnabas. (You have received instructions 
about him; if he comes to you, welcome 
him.)

Colossians 4.10
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